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optimistic view of the future. To quote from its report for 1934,
" thousands of lepers are now under proper treatment and one cured
or improved case brings within the purview of the treatment centres
zuore than a hundred lepers."

Tuber-              The period over which tuberculosis has been endemic in India

culosiSl        is not easy to determine.   Charaka and Sushruta, writing about 500
B. C., gave descriptions of this disease; but it seems unlikely that it
was widespread at that early period.    Its wide distribution in recent
years must be due largely to increase of urbanisation, which produces
pver-crowding and other conditions favourable to tuberculosis.   The
present position would appear to be that, whereas the towns are
heavily infected, the rural population has, for the most part, not
yet experienced the full force of the disease.   Information regarding
the incidence of tuberculosis is lamentably deficient and its collection
is hindered by many obstacles including  the purdah system, the
ingrained prejudice against hospitals, and the tendency to conceal
disease  until   the   development   of   symptoms  makes  concealment
impossible.   The indications are, however,  that, generally speaking,
the people of India are highly susceptible to tuberculosis and among
most of them the disease takes a virulent form and runs a rapid
course.   On the basis of data collected from medical officers and
others   throughout   India,   the   Director-General,   Indian   Medical
Service, (Major-General Sir John Megaw)  reported that there were
probably two million eases of tuberculosis in India in 1932.   He
thought,  however,  that  this estimate was  much too low.   In his
opinion the disease is very widespread throughout the villages of
India, is specially serious in Bengal, Madras, the Punjab, Bihar
and Orissa and is increasing steadily and rather fast.   Statistics of
deaths from tuberculosis are also very scanty; but from such informa-
tion as is available it would appear that the total mortality in 1934
was just over 51,000.

Though the disease has been increasing rapidly of recent years,
measures to cope with it, and particularly to prevent its occurrence,
have by no means been lacking. Prominent among these is the King
George Thanksgiving (Anti-Tuberculosis) Fund, administered by the
Indian Red Cross Society. At present the Fund directs its energies
to bringing home to the public the urgeaaey of the tuberculosis
problem, A propagandist and educative campaign has been organised